
American  
Burying Beetle 
ENDANGERED 

• The American burying beetle (referred to as 
“ABB”) is an endangered species that may 
occur within work areas for this project.   

• The ABB is the largest carrion beetle in 
North America – Adults are 1.5 to 2 inches 
in length 

• ABBs are found over much of the eastern 
part of Oklahoma. 

• ABBs are habitat generalists and are found 
primarily in grasslands, shrublands, and 
forests. 

• ABBs eat and use carrion (dead and 
decaying animals) during reproduction. 
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Worker Responsibilities:  
• All identified ABB areas should be marked with appropriate signs.  Within 
these areas, the following conditions apply: 

o Keep all vehicles within work areas. 
o  Remove food wastes daily. 
o Limit soil disturbance to the amount required. 
o Use appropriate erosion control. 
o Fuel all equipment and store all fuel and vehicle oil within work areas 
o Limit vegetation removal to the amount required. 
o Minimize the use of artificial lighting.  Downshield lighting at night.. 
o Bring no pets onto project areas. 
o Report any ABB sightings or violations of the above activities to the 

project supervisor. 
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